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Citizenship, i.e. membership in a particular polity that conveys certain entitlements and 

burdens, is a key institution of modern polities. While often assumed fundamental for democratic 

politics to work, its external and internal exclusions have a strained relation to more 

demanding conceptions of global and social justice. Current megatrends such as mass 

migration, multiculturalism and globalisation all create conditions of profound uncertainty and 

hence challenge the unitary citizenship model. At the same time, internal (populism, fiscal 

oligarchy, sociocultural and socioeconomic fragmentation) and external (war, aggressive 

authoritarian states, unaccountable global corporations) threats to democracy, as well as 

global crises (climate change, pandemics) confront the concept of citizenship with a double 

challenge: it must simultaneously be strengthened internally and become more responsive 

towards the outer world. In light of this, the panel wishes to discuss ways forward in 

reconfiguring citizenship under conditions of profound uncertainty. The panel aims to discuss 

the following questions and accordingly invites contributions:  
 

•  How can democratic citizenship be strengthened under conditions of profound 

uncertainty without perpetuating global and social injustices? How can possible trade- 

offs between more just forms of citizenship and democratic resilience be addressed? 

•  How might the rights and duties of citizenship need adopting in face of global threats 

and challenges to democracy? Do territorialised notions of rights and duties need to be 

reconceived? 

•  How to envision new forms of de-territorialised and/or de-nationalised membership 

that help us increase global justice without having adverse effects on democratic 

legitimacy/accountability/stability? 

•  Whom to entrust with the reconfiguration of citizenship? And can transformative  

citizenship practices already be observed in political practice? 
 

Abstracts of no more than 250 words should be sent to Sven Altenburger 
(sven.altenburger@uni-goettingen.de) and Eva-Maria Schäfferle (Schaefferle@soz.uni-
frankfurt.de) by 08 January 2023. 

 
 

 


